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NUFO:  National User Facility Organization:
What is it?

 Represents more than 28,000 users of 30+ nationally funded user
facilities (APS is the largest) - powerful voice for science at national level

 User Organization Chairs (or designees) and User Administrators of each
facility are automatic members

 Members-at-large receive regular communications; anyone can join

 Annual meetings rotate among facilities:  2009 meeting at Argonne
– June 10-12, 2009
– Hosted by all six of Argonne’s national user facilities (ACRF, ALCF,

APS, ATLAS, CNM, and EMC)
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What does NUFO do?

 Provides a voice for science at the national level
– Member of Task Force on the Future of American Innovation

(includes universities, industries, APS, ACS, etc.)
– Outreach contacts (users) communicate with elected representatives

in home districts
– Work with individual users organization to provide coordinated

responses to issues

 Provides a forum for benchmarking best administrative practices to serve
users
– Master user agreements
– Non-U.S. citizen access issues
– Proposal systems, review processes
– Training/training reciprocity



4

NUFO Organization

 Elected and Appointed Steering Committee conducts business between
annual meetings
– Three elected Chairs

• Rene Bellwied (RHIC/AGS – BNL)
• Brant Johnson (RHIC – BNL)
• Eric Stach (NCEM – LBL; also an APS user)

– Three elected User Administrators
• Susan White DePace (Manager, BNL GUV Center)
• Susan Strasser (APS – ANL)
• Judy Trimble (SNS – ORNL)

– Three appointed Members
• Katherine Kantarjieff (SNUG Co-Chair)
• Steve Wasserman (Eli Lilly; APS)
• Kevin Pitts (Fermilab)
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NUFO Web Site:  www.nufo.org



June 10-12, 2009 Meeting at Argonne:
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June 10-12, 2009, Meeting at Argonne:  Agenda Highlights
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 First day:  focus on users and user organizations
– Pat Dehmer, Deputy Director of DOE’s Office of Science - keynote
– Judy Biggert, 13th District Rep - Invited to speak on science in the

111th Congress
– Eric Isaacs - strategic role of user facilities at Argonne
– Katherine Kantarjieff, SNUG – university expectations of user facilities

 Second day:  workshop on industrial use of national user facilities
– Harriet Kung, Director BES – DOE expections for industrial use
– BESAC Industrial Reps (Simon Bare and Kathy Taylor) invited –

BESAC perspective
– Industry stories; facility perspectives; discussion groups
– Outcome:  a brief report on recommended changes to enhance

industrial use
– Co-organizers of  workshop:  Al Ekkebus (ORNL), Steve Wasserman

  Third day:  administrative benchmarking



June 10-12, 2009 Meeting at Argonne (cont.d)
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 Can access meeting Web site at www.nufo.org - click on meeting link

 Can access meeting Web site from APS Conferences Web page

 No charge to attend meeting, but registration required

 Meeting held in 402 Conference Center

 Questions?  Contact me at strasser@aps.anl.gov


