


• Media Reports on June 3, 2009:

“US Trims Waiting Time on Visas for Scientists”
-- Wall Street Journal

“Department Tackles Visa Delays for
Researchers”

-- The New York Times

• State Department officials claim that wait times will
be reduced to two weeks

• 2009 Joint Statement from Science & Security
Coalition to be released Today!

– At least 30 signatories
– All National Academies, AAAS, AAU, APS, etc.

Possible Improvements?



A few of the 2009 Recommendations:

• End repetitive processing of visa applications for
well-known researchers and scholars

• Continue and expand ongoing efforts to
renegotiate visa reciprocity agreements

• Provide more transparency in the visa system.

• Review and streamline the Technology Alert List
(TAL)

• Convene a high level panel to review the full range
of visa-related policies and procedures since 9/11

2009 Joint Statement



Some optimism, but must remain vigilant

• Important Resources:

– http://www.aps.org/programs/international

– Register a visa delay with the National Academies

– Register international meetings held in U.S. with
State Department

– Estimate visa wait times for interview and
processing

What you Can Do



DOC Export Controls
…last reported

• Proposed Rulemaking from Department of
Commerce Inspector General

– Severely restrict international students and scholars
performing research at U.S universities

– Proposal open for comment in Federal Register

• Received record number of comments from
scientific and higher education communities

• Rule-making Postponed

• Formation of Deemed Export Advisory Committee
(DEAC)
– Chair:  Norm Augustine, Retired Chairman & CEO,

Lockheed Martin Corporation



DEAC Outreach Process
• Industry Focus:

• Jan. ’07 - American Electronics Assoc., Santa Clara, CA
• Some University Input (Artie Bienenstock, Stanford)

• University Outreach: Upcoming 3 Meetings on
University Campuses
• May ’07 - Georgia Tech
• June ’07 - MIT
• July ’07 - University of Chicago (also w/ National Lab reps)

• Fall ’07:  Final Meeting in Washington, DC

• Winter ’08:  Publicly Released Report:  The Deemed
Export Rule In The Era Of Globalization



DEAC Report: Main Conclusion

  “It is the Committee’s principal conclusion
that the existing Deemed Export Regulatory
Regime no longer effectively serves its
intended purpose and should be replaced
with an approach that better reflects the
realities of today’s national security needs
and global economy.”



DEAC Findings

• The current Deemed Export regulations have
become increasingly irrelevant to the prevailing
global situation.

• The current Commerce Control List is too all-
encompassing.

• The existing regulations are excessively complex
and often vague.

• Some regulations appear not to withstand tests of
logical consistency.

• The criteria for assessing the potential threat posed
by a foreign national appear superficial.



First year tasking from DoC (reported from Chair):

• Establish a methodology to conduct a zero-based review of the
CCL
– i.e., how would BIS start from a blank sheet of paper and identify those
key CCL items that should be controlled.
– Should be available for public comment by end of FY09.

• Establish a methodology for BIS to identify emerging
technologies
– i.e., those not on the CCL that are being commercialized and have a dual-
use purpose.

• Identify competitiveness issues with regard to the impact of
deemed export controls on research activities

• Have been asked to look at the country of affiliation issue with
guidance that will be provided by DoC legal

Emerging Technology and Research 
Advisory Committee (ETRAC) 



• Visas
– Science & Security Coalition in Washington, D.C.  will

remain vigilant
– Monitor State  Department assertions that improvements

are forthcoming
– Push for “top to bottom “ review of current policies
– Visit APS website for visa delays and meeting planning

tools
http://www.aps.org/programs/international

• Export Controls
– Science community's outcry heard by DOC
– DEAC Findings supported scientists’ assertions
– ETRAC  will involve science community in revising CCL
– Revisions to CCL will be available for public comment

Summary



Flatten@aps.org

Questions?




