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NUFO Goes to Washington!  
Update on 2012 Activities 



A Little Historical 
Perspective 
 NUFO was founded in 1991 as a 

means for user administrators from 
national light sources  (at the time) 
to better communicate and 
coordinate efforts. 

 It has grown since then into the 
National User Facilities Organization 
representing more than 30,000 
users of 44 federally funded 
research facilities (DOE,NSF, and 
other agencies) 

 It has grown from a group focused 
solely on internal administrative 
activities to one that also advocates 
for scientists and performs public 
outreach. 
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NUFO’s mission today  Educate and Advocate regarding the 
benefits and significance of research 
conducted at user facilities and their 
operational needs. 

 Facilitate communication among users, 
user representatives, facility 
administrators and stakeholders. 

 Targeted efforts to optimize usage: 
– Industrial Users (e.g. ease access) 
– Foreign Scientists (e.g. FVA) 
– Collaborative University Groups (e.g. 

engaging Univ. presidents) 
– Improve Quality of life for Users (e.g. 

housing, provide information) 
 Provide a unified message at the national 

level on issues of resources for science, 
economic competitiveness and education 
for the next-generation scientific 
workforce. 
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NUFO’s Outreach Mission 
 Outreach to Colleagues at Scientific Society 

Meetings is an ongoing effort 
– (AAAS, APS, ACS, ACA, MRS, American 

GeoPhysical Union) 
 NUFO Annual Meetings 
 2011 Meeting was held at SLAC 

– Articles in SRN, CERN Courier, 
Notiziario Neutroni e Luce di 
Sincrotrone, C&EN 

– More than 100 attendees including 
NUFO members,  NSF and DOE 
program managers, Professional 
Society representatives, and industrial 
representatives. 

– Summary report on-line 
(www.nufo.org) 
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2012 NUFO Annual Meeting will be held at Los Alamos 
National Laboratory June 18 – 20. 

http://www.nufo.org/


Key Issues Identified in our 2011 Report 

 NUFO will lead in benchmarking facility usage. Benchmarking studies in 2011 
included publication acknowledgements, insurance for users, bilingual websites 
and research conducted by Fortune 500 Companies at user facilities.  

 Issue special reports on key items. From our 2010 Annual Meeting, NUFO 
prepared an Educational Outreach Report which is available on the NUFO web 
site.  

 NUFO will investigate the possibility of using web-based user agreement 
execution process developed by PNNL across DOE facilities to streamline the 
process. BNL and ANL have agreed to serve as pilot sites. 

 Work to standardized cyber security training program that can be implemented 
by all facilities in accordance with DOE order 205.1B, which emphasizes risk 
management rather than a systems-level 'controls compliance'. 

 Start a dialog with Universities and AAU and APLU to inform universities of the 
resources available at national user facilities. 

 NUFO should form working groups form around specific topics to identify high-
priority agenda items for the future and improve NUFO’s efficiency in 
addressing them. 
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USA Science and Engineering Festival 
 In Oct. 23-24, 2010 NUFO participated in 

the inaugural USA Science & Engineering 
Festival in Washington  
– An estimated 500,000 people of all 

ages celebrated science and 
engineering participated in this event 

– NUFO conducted hands-on 
demonstrations to stimulate interest in 
science. An estimated 5,000 children, 
parents, high school students, and 
teachers participated in activities at 
the NUFO booth 

 Second National Science Festival and Expo 
will be held in DC on April 27-29, 2012 
– http://www.usasciencefestival.org/ 
– NUFO has already reserved a booth 

and will participate. 
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http://www.usasciencefestival.org/


NUFO User Facilities Exhibition 
 In 2010 NUFO received an invitation from 

members of congress to hold an exhibition 
to educate Members and staff about the 
research being conducted at national user 
facilities 

 The exhibition was held at the Rayburn 
House Office building April 7th , 2011 
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• Fifty-nine users from 39 user facilities 
participated in this event. 
• Users presented posters from each 
facility describing the science and 
impact.  
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NUFO User Facilities Exhibition 2012 
• We have just received an invitation 
from Congress to hold a second 
exhibition in DC. 
• Our intention is this will be similar to 
April 2011 Exhibition. 

• One day in the 
Senate Office 
Building. 
 

• Next day in the 
House Office 
Building! 
 

• March 28-29 



NUFO Working Groups 
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We currently have six working groups which are actively developing and 
implementing activities to benefit the collective NUFO user community. Volunteers 
can register on-line. 
 

Administrative Affair:  Co-chairs--Susan White-DePace (BNL), Susan Strasser (ANL) 
and Teri Law (PNNL)  
Cyber and Computing Affairs:  Co-chairs--Brant Johnson (BNL) and David Skinner 
(LBNL)  
Industrial Access and Interactions:  Co-chairs-- Mike Crawford (DuPont), Simon Bare 
(UOP), and Steve Wasserman (Eli Lilly)  
Social Media Outreach:  Co-chairs--Katherine Kantardjieff (Cal State San Marcos) and 
Staci West (PNNL)  
University Relations:  Co-chairs--Rene Bellwied (University of Houston), Eric Gawiser 
(Rutgers University), and Susan White-DePace (BNL)  
User Data Management :  Chair--David Bunzow (Molecular Foundry)  
 

 

http://www.nufo.org/administrative_affairs.aspx
http://www.nufo.org/cyber_computing_affairs.aspx
http://www.nufo.org/industrial_access_interactions.aspx
http://www.nufo.org/social_media_outreach.aspx
http://www.nufo.org/university_relations.aspx
http://www.nufo.org/user_data_management.aspx
http://www.nufo.org/user_data_management.aspx


These Efforts on behalf of Community lead to 
Accomplishments 

 In 2009-2010 NUFO worked with DOE regarding Order 142.3A on unclassified 
foreign visits and assignments and due to those efforts DOE modified the rule to 
address concerns.  

 DOE asked us last week to comment on suggested changes to the DOE Order on 
Foreign Visits & Assignments.  This pertains to DOE and NNSA sites. The changes 
being recommended would allow hosting sites (national laboratories) to allow 
non-employees to host non-sensitive country foreign nationals. 

 In 2011 NUFO was asked by the General Counsel for Technology Transfer and 
Intellectual Property at DOE to comment on a re-evaluation of the User 
Agreements that are required for access to the user facilities. 

 A key effort by NUFO is the collection of user metrics. In 2011 NUFO compiled a list 
of Fortune 500 companies that utilize User Facilities. That list has since been used 
by DOE at the congressional level to support industrial access and research budget 
needs. 
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What we need from you 
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 Your time and engagement! 
 Volunteer to work with us on User Exhibition and Science 

Festival. 
 Help us gather information needed for posters, handouts, 

metrics. 
 Volunteer to serve on NUFO Working Group. 
 If you identify a concern that broadly affects facility users, let 

us know. 
 Disseminate NUFO information to the User Community. 
 Act on behalf of the User Community to advocate for 

scientific resources and educate the public about user 
facilities. NUFO will participate actively in “Educating” but it’s 
up to the UO’s to take the lead in “Advocating”. 
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